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T

hank you for your interest in the
role of Rector of the United Benefice
of Aston Clinton with Buckland and
Drayton Beauchamp.

St Michael & All Angels
Aston Clinton

The benefice comprises three
beautiful historic churches in a
mainly rural setting close to the
town of Aylesbury. The three
churches embrace a range of
liturgical styles and contain an
active community of worshippers
who also enjoy many regular
social events.

All Saints’
Buckland

St Mary the Virgin
Drayton Beauchamp

At a Glance

The benefice and its neighbouring
parishes are experiencing a period
of change with the significant
development of housing and
infrastructure. This brings
opportunities for growth as well
as challenges.

+	Strong links between
community and church

Are you the person to lead us in
furthering the kingdom of God in
our community?

+	Three village churches
welcoming members from
all denominations

Please read on to find out more
about our benefice.

+	Varying styles of worship within
a liberal catholic tradition

+	Benefice on the edge of the
Chilterns with around 5,000
parishioners

+	A desire to sustain and
develop our mission
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Our Mission

Welcome people into
our church buildings
Increase our
congregations and
deepen our spirituality

Provide pastoral care
to the whole community
Build on our churches’ central role
within the villages
Work together to further
the Kingdom of God
– both inside & outside
our parishes
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Our Strengths

+ The quality of our Sunday Services
+ Our welcome to newcomers
+ Variety of liturgies and musical styles
in regular use
+ Special Services – Christmas,
Tenebrae, Good Friday Walk,
Easter Fire, All Souls,
Remembrance Sunday
+ Community outreach
+ Popular Rhubarb Café
at St Michael’s
+ Flicks in the Sticks
at All Saints’
+ Annual professional chamber music
concerts at St Mary’s
+ Social events, fetes, quizzes, harvest
supper, concerts at all three churches
+ A successful monthly plant
and produce stall at All Saints’
+ Baptisms, weddings & funerals
+ Teaching and learning activities
+ Work with children and young people
+ Village Life magazine delivered free
to 2,500 homes and businesses
+ Beautiful historic buildings with
a spiritual atmosphere
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What we
want to do
+ Attract more children and young
families to our worship
+ Explore different forms
of accessible worship
+ Build lay involvement
in traditional clergy roles
(pastoral care and leading worship)
+ Strengthen the music to aid our worship
+ Further develop our outreach
activities and pastoral care
+ Work in unity throughout
the benefice
+ Improve communications
with the local community
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Qualities we seek
in our Rector

W

e are seeking a person who will
help us to sustain our strengths
and guide us boldly towards our goals.

Our new leader will be:
+ Someone with a strong Christian faith
and the ability to communicate it
+ Approachable, empathetic, caring, inclusive
and tolerant
+ Prepared to accept and celebrate the
differences in our three churches
+ An inspirational teacher, theologian
and spiritual leader
+ Someone who values our heritage
whilst leading innovation
+ Willing to live among us, laugh with
us and share the lives and concerns
of our families and individuals
We aim to support our new incumbent
by prayer, friendship and a shared commitment
to meeting challenges ahead.
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What we already
do well

The quality and variety of our
Sunday Services
+	Our three churches offer different styles
of worship but share a tradition of teaching
from a liberal Christian perspective
+	Sung eucharist at St Michael’s (Common
Worship) with choir and organ
+	A variety of informal and traditional
services at All Saints’ with fortnightly family
communion (traditional choral music and
contemporary worship songs)
+	Weekly services at St Mary’s alternating
between CW Eucharist and BCP Matins
+	Our congregations include people from
varied traditions including Brethren,
Baptists and Roman Catholics

Special Services
Many of these services are particularly well
supported by the wider local community:
+	Multiple Christmas and Carol Services
+	Tenebrae at St Mary’s
+	Our Good Friday worship includes
a walk between the three churches
+	Easter Fire services beginning with lighting
of Easter candle in the churchyard
+	All Souls
+	Remembrance Sunday services at
all three churches
+	Pet Service and Messy Mothering Sunday
and Taizé Eucharist at All Saints’

+	We draw a significant proportion of
worshippers from outside the parish
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What we already
do well
Community outreach includes:

Small groups

+	Rhubarb Café held each Monday in
St Michael’s church with people of all
ages attending – many not from the
regular congregation

+	We have a Bible Study group and
a Prayer Circle

+	Flicks in the Sticks – Monthly film showing
for adults and children in All Saints’ in the
winter
+	A variety of social events, fetes, quizzes,
harvest supper, concerts, Open Gardens
and Annual Buck Pub in the village hall
+	Successful monthly plant and produce
stall with coffee morning at All Saints’
Our welcome and hospitality
+	The strength of our welcome to newcomers
and friendliness was widely praised in our
recent parish surveys as was our “Ministry
of Coffee and Cake”
Baptisms, weddings & funerals

Aylesbury Foodbank and
Whitechapel Mission
+	The benefice is a significant contributor
to the Aylesbury Foodbank and has
supported the Whitechapel Mission
for many years
Inclusion of children in communion
+	From Easter 2016, following approval
by the PCCs, children have been offered
communion before confirmation. Seven
young people and two adults from the
benefice were confirmed at a service in
St Michael’s in June 2017
+	Young Saints meet most months at
All Saints’ and Junior Church activities
are provided at St Michael’s

+	The churches encourage all to seek
baptism

Village Life Magazine

Quality of Teaching

+	Led by the Aston Clinton PCC, a free village
magazine was developed. 2,500 copies
are now delivered to homes and businesses
and it makes a profit

+	Teaching outside regular worship includes
lay run Pilgrim courses, Lent courses and
discussion groups
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How we want to
develop our benefice
Attract more children and young
families to our worship
Whilst we are seen as welcoming by our
current families, we want to do better to bring
in younger families to our congregation.
Our parish surveys have told us that we are
open and liked by the village communities.
Activities such as Rhubarb Café, the Summer
fete, Flicks in the Sticks and concerts
encourage people to the church buildings.
Explore different forms
of accessible worship
We think that we need to do more to provide
accessible forms of worship within the
benefice. Such services may attract people
who are not familiar with traditional liturgy.
However, as the existing forms of worship
are strongly valued by the congregations, we
need to work out how to keep what is good
and find the capacity to develop and grow.
Our current services include Book of Common
Prayer at St Mary’s, Common Worship with
choir and organ at St Michael’s and a more
informal and family friendly approach at
Buckland.
Build lay involvement in traditional clergy
roles (pastoral care and leading worship)
Lay members are already active in leading
in many aspects of church life. The social
activities and maintenance of the fabric
are examples where there is exemplary

commitment from members of the
congregation. Whilst some lay members
lead matins, evensong and intercessions and
lead courses and prayer groups, we need to
expand this ministry if we are going to grow
the church as we wish.
Strengthen the music to enhance
our worship
At St Michael’s we have a strong history
of traditional Anglican choral worship which
our recent survey shows is important to most
of our congregation. We refurbished the organ
in 2011, have a loyal and experienced choir
and changed our hymn books to include more
contemporary hymns. We want to strengthen
this aspect of our worship.
We want to complete the planned upgrade
of the sound system at All Saints’ to allow the
expansion of contemporary worship and the
possible development of a worship band.
Work in unity throughout the benefice
The parishes aim to work in unity and strive
to be stronger together.
Improve communications with the
local community
Whilst we have good links with the community,
we want to increase the use of social media to
communicate more effectively.
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The Current Team

Rev’d Sally Bottomer

Rev’d Alison Roberts

Cate Prickett, Administrator

Our curate, who will complete
her curacy in June 2018.

A part-time non-stipendary
minister, who lives in Buckland and
was ordained priest in June 2017.

Cate provides administrative
support to the benefice, working
from the rectory. Cate is employed
for 15 hours per week. She also
manages the Rhubarb Café.

Lay people who lead
services are:
James Adam,
Anne Kippax,
Ralph Weston and
Gavin Merrylees.

The Trusts for which the incoming
Rector would have ex-officio
Trustee responsibility are:
+ Buckland Old School Trust –
now responsible only for the
management of the village hall
+ The Anthony Hall, Aston Clinton
+	Turpin’s Charity, Aston Clinton
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The Benefice
T

he parishes are situated in the Aylesbury Vale
in a largely rural setting and have a combined
population of 4,547* and stretch into the north of the
Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The
benefice lies four miles to the east of Buckinghamshire’s
county town of Aylesbury (population around 72,000).
The small town of Tring in Hertfordshire (population
11,700) is three miles to the east of the benefice.
The benefice is well placed for major road links
throughout the country with the A41 dual carriageway
reaching the M25 in just 15 minutes. Rail links to London
can be taken from Tring to Euston (40 minutes)
or Wendover to Marylebone (45 minutes).
*

 opulation figures
P
refer to 2011 census
and civil parish
boundaries

The Benefice
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The Benefice
– Villages –

Aston Clinton is the largest village in the
benefice with a population of 3,682 in the
2011 census. Although primarily a commuter
area, Aston Clinton has a range of services
including a primary school, doctors’ surgery,
a dental clinic, a pharmacy, a post office /
convenience store, several pubs, hotels and
restaurants, a veterinary surgery and a
petrol station.
At the heart of the village lies Aston Clinton
Park, a 35-acre recreation ground and country
park owned by the parish council. In the
park are football and all-weather pitches,
a bowling green, tennis courts, swings, and
a skateboarding area.
There has been considerable development
of residential housing in the village in recent
years and this is likely to continue.
Buckland had a population of 713 in 2011 and
is an active parish that adjoins Aston Clinton.
The village has a good community and social
spirit. Buckland’s village hall used to be the
village school and was considerably extended
and modernised in 2000.
Buckland, like Drayton Beauchamp, is a
Chiltern strip parish. It covers an area of
approximately five miles by half a mile,
stretching from the Aylesbury Arm of the
Grand Union canal in the north west to St
Leonards in the Chiltern hills in the south east.
Drayton Beauchamp is truly a rural
community. A population of 152 (2011) is
spread across the parish which stretches
for 7.5 miles with a width of just half a mile.
The church is the only public building in
the village.
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The Benefice
– Churches –

St Michael’s is set in the middle of Aston Clinton
village. It is a Grade II* listed building of flint and
stone under a tiled roof that was replaced in 2005.
Although the list of Rectors of the parish goes back
to 1232 it is thought that the present church was
originally dedicated in 1250. The 14th century stone
work in the Sanctuary is exceptional.
In 2003 the number of bells in the tower at
Aston Clinton church was increased from eight to
ten and since then it has become a Ringing Centre
for the area.

All Saints’ church is located in the centre of
Buckland Village. It was built in 1273 and has
a capacity of 90 in pews and 120 with additional
seating. The church is open daily to visitors and
is on the route of the Aylesbury Ring, a 31 mile
circular walk around the town.
Special features of the church include flint walls, an
attractive setting, an unspoilt interior, a 13th century
font which has been recently restored, a 15th century
piscine, three 13th century arches on entering, a rare
Sheela-na-gig and a three-part sewn map of the
village. It has a Victorian porch and internal
Victorian restoration.

The Grade 1 listed church of St Mary’s Drayton
Beauchamp, ‘the church in the field’, sits in an
attractive location south east of the village adjacent
to an arm of the Grand Union canal. There has
been a church on the site since the 11th century and
two esteemed incumbents were Richard Hooker,
celebrated author of ‘The laws of ecclesiastical polity’
and Henry Harpur Crewe, a notable botanist.
The church has several important historical features:
the Newhaven monument, a magnificent sculpture
by William Woodman; 3 fine brasses; a Norman font,
5 surviving 16th century pews and a 15th century
stained glass ‘Creed’ window.
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The Rectory

T

he Rectory is in New Road, Aston Clinton and is
half a mile from both Aston Clinton and Buckland
churches. It is within easy walking distance of these
churches, the school, the village hall, the park and
the shops.
The extensive gardens both front and rear are currently
laid mainly to grass. The parish office is run from the
study which has an external door.
Further details of the Rectory are provided in Appendix II

Village Halls
Parishioners and local people are fortunate to have
the use of two village halls run by Trusts, the Anthony
Hall in Aston Clinton and Buckland Village Hall. Church
social events are held in both these venues as well as in
the churches and their grounds.
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Local Education

A

ston Clinton Pre-School is at the Anthony
Hall (the Aston Clinton village hall).

Aston Clinton School caters for 270 children
from the whole Benefice between the ages
of four and eleven. Although it is not a church
school, the relationship between the Rector
and the school has developed over the years
with activity in the school, e.g. teaching
about weddings and baptisms and visits
to the church. The school holds occasional
assemblies in St Michael’s and usually attend
Remembrance on November 11th when ‘older
people’ have been invited to talk about the
second world war. St Michael’s also hosts the
school’s carol service.
Buckinghamshire County Council operates
a selective education system.

There are three grammar schools in Aylesbury:
Aylesbury Grammar School for Boys, Aylesbury
High School for Girls and Sir Henry Floyd
Grammar School, mixed. Upper schools that
serve the area are: The Grange in Aylesbury
and John Colet in Wendover. It is possible for
children to apply to the non-selective Tring
School, which is located just across the
county border.

http://astonclinton.org.uk/village-directory.html
https://www.westongrove.com/team/aston-clinton-surgery/
https://www.astonclintondentalclinic.co.uk/
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/findinspection-report/provider/ELS/110332
http://www.ags.bucks.sch.uk/
http://www.ahs.bucks.sch.uk/
https://www.sirhenryfloyd.bucks.sch.uk/
http://www.grange.bucks.sch.uk/
http://www.johncolet.co.uk/
http://tring.herts.sch.uk/
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Diocese / Deanery
T

he Diocese of Oxford covers the three
counties of Berkshire, Buckinghamshire
and Oxfordshire. With an area of 2,200
square miles (much the same as Thames
Valley Police), it has a population of 2.2 million
people.
The diocese sits between the Cotswolds in
the west and London to the east. It extends
from tiny rural communities to the vastly
different cities of Oxford and Milton Keynes.
From Chipping Norton to Slough, from
west Berkshire to Newport Pagnell, there are
villages and market towns, suburbs and
urban areas, organized into 626 parishes
with 815 churches.
The Diocese of Oxford is divided into four
Episcopal Areas, each overseen by its own
Area Bishop.

The Bishop of Buckingham is the Rt Rev’d
Dr Alan Wilson. Bishop Alan has served in the
Diocese of Oxford since 1979, and has been
Bishop of Buckingham since October 2003.

The Buckingham Episcopal Area extends
from north of Milton Keynes all the way
south through Buckinghamshire, to
Slough. It includes sparsely populated rural
communities, county towns and commuter
belt on the fringes of the capital.

The Archdeacon of Buckingham is the
Venerable Guy Elsmore.

Wendover Deanery
Wendover Deanery is one of the smallest in
the Archdeaconry of Buckingham, consisting
of eight benefices each with a stipendiary
minister. Within the deanery there are
currently three curates in training, three
associate clergy, eight licensed lay ministers,
and two ordinands.
The Deanery Chapter meets every two
months and LLMs are included at the
meetings which always begin with a Eucharist
celebrated by the host.
Further information about the Diocese is
contained in Appendix III
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Financial Position

General Fund Income and Closing General Reserves
		

Income 2016		

Closing Reserves 2016

Aston Clinton

£71,280		

£36,352

Buckland

£23,256		

£45,500

Drayton Beauchamp

£6,477		

£46,137

We have a very good record in paying
Parish Share to diocese but this takes a high
proportion of our income.

The benefice has supported curate housing
for 6 years out of the last 10 years (currently
£10,000 p.a.).

Our income from regular giving is supported
by money raised at social events.

Major projects and restoration have been
funded from donations, legacies, fundraising
and grants.
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2016 Income and Expenditure split by source

Aston Clinton
Income (%)
2

Expenditure (%)

5
1

13
54

14
11

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Regular Giving

5

Other Collections

4

•
•

9

Gift Aid
Donations

13

Social & Fundraising

Parish share

	Clergy expenses /

69

Weddings & Funerals
Other

•
•
•

Parish Office
Heat & Light
Insurance
Other

Drayton Beauchamp
Income (%)

Expenditure (%)

1
3

32

44

•
•
•
•
•
•

Regular Giving

•
•

10

Other Collections

	Clergy expenses /

13

Gift Aid
Social & Fundraising
Weddings & Funerals

4

57

Other

Parish share

16

15

•
•
•

Parish Office
Heat & Light
Insurance
Other

4

Buckland
Income (%)

Expenditure (%)

6
31

44

10

9

•
•
•
•
•

9

Gift Aid
Donations
Social & Fundraising

•
•

9

Regular Giving

	Clergy expenses /

5
54

Weddings & Funerals
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Parish share

•
•
•

Parish Office
Heat & Light
Insurance
Other
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Maintaining and improving
the fabric of the churches

W

e have a good record of maintaining the
fabric of our churches both through the
efforts of members of the congregation and by
raising funds for major projects.
Quinquennial surveys were completed in 2016 /
2017 and the PCCs are assessing and prioritising
the recommended work.
St Michael’s Aston Clinton
+	The pipe organ was fully refurbished in 2011
+	Complete redecoration of the interior and
installation of enhanced lighting to the nave.
Enhanced lighting in the side aisles is in
progress
+	Removal of pews and creation of oak
panelled storage area (2016)
+	St Michael’s Aston Clinton Roof repair (2017)
+	Kitchen facilities enhanced in all three
churches to support the provision of
hospitality
+	The North Porch of Aston Clinton
repaired (2012 and 2014)
St Mary’s Drayton Beauchamp
+	Servery and running water added to
the vestry
+	New altar table and hangings
+	Restoration of the
Newhaven monument
+	Alarm system on the roof
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Statistics
St Michael’s

All Saints’

St Mary’s

Aston Clinton
Buckland
			

Drayton
Beauchamp

Baptisms
Couples Married
Funerals in Church
Funerals at Crematorium

9
8
3
2

9
4
1
–

2
–
1
–

Total

20
12
5
2

				
Congregation Size				
Average at normal services				
Sunday 8:00 Buckland
–
10
–
Sunday 9:15 Aston Clinton
56
–
–
Sunday 10:45 Drayton
–
–
8
Sunday 11:00 Buckland
–
25
–
Sunday 18:00 Aston Clinton/Buckland
14
15
–
				
Special services				
Christingle

80

51

–

+79 children			

Good Friday
Easter
Carol services

44
124
382

44
44
45
19
195
78
+106 children			

Midnight Christmas Eve
57
–
–
Christmas Day
55
14
22
				
Number on the Electoral Roll				
Living within the Parish
Living outside the Parish
Total

68
46
114

22
13
35

15
21
36

105
80
185
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Appendix I

Person Specification – Requirements

Knowledge/Skills and Competencies
+A
 bility to preach well in a variety of

Qualifications/Training
+O
 rdained priest within the Church of
England, or a Church in communion with it,
or a Church whose orders it recognises

+H
 ave satisfactorily completed Initial
Ministerial Education

+W
 illingness to engage in further training
that enhances the skills of community
leadership

Experience
+E
 ngagement with and pastoral support for
people of all ages

+T
 he desire to lead mature and thoughtful
all age worship

+O
 penness to a range of styles of worship

styles and formats to a broad range
of listeners with varying outlooks, ages
and understanding

+T
 he ability to identify and respond to
opportunities for mission

+A
 n ability to make and build on links with
individuals and community organizations
whose involvement with the Church is
limited

+L
 eadership and management skills
including the ability to motivate, inspire
and effectively coordinate volunteers

+C
 ollaborative working especially with
volunteers and other churches

+ IT skills
General Attributes
+ Evidence

of a deep prayer life and ability to
draw on a wide range of spiritual resources

+ An
 ecumenical outlook and willingness to
work with local churches and faith groups

Other
+A
 passion for learning and personal
development.

+ Hold

a valid Driving Licence
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Appendix II
The Rectory
23 New Road, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire HP22 5JD
A substantial 1930s five bedroom detached house set in private mature gardens
of around an acre total plot

General Details

+W
 hite family bathroom

+A
 n excellent size five bedroom family

+D
 etached garage

home in popular village location

+W
 alking distance to village school
and churches

+ Large driveway to the front of the property
+ Attractive front gardens

+E
 ntrance hall

+ Substantial mature rear gardens

+C
 loakroom

+ Double glazing

+B
 right 18ft lounge looking onto rear gardens

+ Gas to radiator heating

+ 12ft dining room with walk-in bay

+ Alarm system

+ 13ft study

+ Solar panel system

+ 13ft fitted kitchen with breakfast room
+U
 tility room
+ Five good size bedrooms
+ Shower room
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Ground Floor
ENTRANCE Via solid wooden door
leading to hall.
ENTRANCE HALL Stairs rise to first floor
with cupboard under. Radiator. Oak floor.
CLOAKROOM Comprising low level WC.
Pedestal wash hand basin. Misted double
glazed window to front. Oak floor. Coat
hanging space.
LOUNGE 18’4 x 12’11 Dual double glazed
windows to rear and sides.
Double panel radiator and single panel
radiators. Feature open fireplace with tiled
hearth. Oak floor. Picture rail.
DINING ROOM 12’9 + recess x 12’11 +Bay.
Walk-in double glazed bay window with
french doors leading to rear garden. Double
panel radiator. Oak floor. Picture rail. Two
single panel radiators. Tiled fireplace.

STUDY 13’11 x 12’5 Double glazed window to front
and side and double glazed door to side. Oak
floor. Radiator.
KITCHEN 13’11 x 11’6 Fitted with a range of eye
and base level units. Gas cooker with extractor
fan over. Double glazed aspect to side. Stainless
steel single drainer 1.5 bowl sink unit with mixer
taps and cupboard under. Tiled splash areas.
Laminate floor. Door to utility room and archway
to breakfast room. Servant’s bell.
BREAKFAST ROOM 13’10 x 7’4 Double glazed
french doors leading to rear garden. Double
panel radiator.
UTILITY ROOM 10’6 x 5’10 Fitted with similar
range of units to kitchen. Dual double glazed
windows to front aspect. Plumbing for washing
machine. Single panel radiator. Stainless
steel single drainer single bowl sink unit with
mixer tap and cupboard under. Wall mounted
‘Potterton Prima’ boiler. Double glazed door
to side leading to garden.
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First Floor
LANDING Dual double glazed windows to
front aspect. Access to loft. Cupboard housing
lagged hot water tank and shelving.
BEDROOM ONE 15’into bay x 13’11 into
recess. Double glazed bay window to rear
overlooking rear garden. Built-in cupboard.
Single panel radiator.
SHOWER ROOM Comprising shower cubicle
with ‘Mira Elite ST’ shower unit. Low level WC.
Pedestal wash hand basin. Misted double
glazed aspect to rear. Single panel radiator.
Ceiling mounted extractor fan.
BEDROOM TWO 14’ x 12’5 Double glazed
aspect to front and side. Single panel radiator.

BEDROOM FOUR 12’10 x 10’11 + door recess.
Double glazed aspect to rear. Single panel
radiator. Picture rail. Built-in cupboard.
BEDROOM FIVE 10’8 x 8’2 Double glazed aspect
to side. Single panel radiator. Picture rail.
BATHROOM A white suite comprising panelled
bath with ‘Mira Elite ST’ shower unit over and
folding shower screen. Pedestal wash hand
basin. Misted double glazed aspect to front.
Double panel radiator. Laminate floor. Tiled
splash areas.
SEPARATE WC Low level WC. Pedestal wash
hand basin. Misted double glazed aspect.
Laminate floor. Single panel radiator.

BEDROOM THREE 12’11 x 14’4 decreasing to
11’6 Double glazed aspect to side. Double
panel radiator. Picture rail.
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Outside
REAR GARDEN An undoubted feature of this
property is the large South facing garden with
wide expanse of lawn and good degree of
privacy. Numerous mature trees. Flowers and
shrubs to borders. One wooden shed.

GARAGE Detached garage alongside with twin
wooden doors. Power and light. Courtesy door
to side. Two integrated storage sheds to rear
and side.

FRONT GARDEN Large laid to lawn area with
an array of mature trees and shrubs. Driveway
accommodating several vehicles leading to
garage. Wooden fencing with gate to outer
boundary. Gated side access to one side and
open to other.
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Floor Plans
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Appendix III

The Diocese of Oxford serves the mission
of the Church in Buckinghamshire, Berkshire
and Oxfordshire. The Diocese comprises more
than 600 parishes, with over 800 churches,
serving a diverse population of more than 2
million people located in all types of settings.
Due to the size and complexity of the Diocese,
we have three Area Bishops who exercise
considerable strategic & pastoral oversight
for their Archdeaconries. The Bishop of
Buckingham is the Rt Rev’d Alan Wilson
who has been the Area Bishop since 2003.
With the appointment of the new Bishop
of Oxford, the Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft, a new
common vision is emerging for the Diocese
of Oxford …
The vision addresses what kind of church
we are called to be – A Christ-like Church.
What are the marks of a Christ-like Church?
To be the Church of the Beatitudes:

+C
 ontemplative
+C
 ompassionate
+C
 ourageous

It also asks what we are therefore called to do
together. This is currently a work in progress,
but is likely to cover some of the following
strategic priorities:

+M
 ake a difference in the world
+S
 upport and grow the local church
+E
 stablish new churches and congregations
+ Serve our schools
+ Renew discipleship and ministry
These priorities will be supported centrally by
resources, training, conferences, workshops,
and much more. The diocese is inviting
benefices and their priests to share a vision
rather than demanding a response. It wants all
its priests to flourish in ministry and to deepen
their enjoyment of God.
Alongside the emerging diocesan vision, the
priorities and principles for the Buckingham
Archdeaconry are set out in our Buckingham
Mission Action Plan (see http://www.oxford.
anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/
Bucks-Archdeaconry-Plan-0515.pdf)
It is expected that all clergy appointed into
the Archdeaconry of Buckingham will want
to commit themselves to the Diocesan vision
and Archdeaconry MAP and their strategic
directions.
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